
Page 1 of 7 

 

Newspaper Clips 
February 18, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 7 

 

Smriti bins IIT heads shortlist 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150218/jsp/nation/story_4052.jsp#.VORGQeGlhWU 

New Delhi, Feb. 17: The long wait for regular directors may have just got longer for three IITs. 

Human resource development minister Smriti Irani has rejected recommendations by government-appointed 

search panels, which had shortlisted candidates who could head the tech schools located in Patna, Bhubaneswar 

and Ropar, according to two panel members associated with the selection process. 

The three IITs, started in 2008-09, have been functioning without regular directors for over six months now. 

The panel members said the minister, who yesterday interacted with five candidates shortlisted by three panels, 

decided they weren't the "right" persons to head the technology institutes. 

Smriti, the panel members said, has asked for the selection process to start afresh. 

The NDA government-appointed panels, made up of eminent scientists like Anil Kakodkar, M.S. Ananth and 

Ashok Mishra, apart from chairpersons of the three IITs, had earlier interacted with around 35 possible 

candidates and shortlisted 13. Five of the shortlisted candidates had declined to be interviewed. 

The remaining candidates were called for the interaction with the minister yesterday. Five of them turned up. 

The process for selecting the directors of the three Indian Institutes of Technology had started when the UPA 

government was still in power. According to norms, incumbent directors get a chance to present before a panel 

a vision plan for the institutions concerned. If found suitable, they can be appointed for a second term. 

However, none of the incumbent directors of these IITs was given a second term, since two of them were facing 

corruption cases while one was not found suitable. 

In May last year, after the results of the national elections were out but no HRD minister had formally taken 

charge, the ministry had advertised the posts seeking fresh applications. 

The NDA government later set up the search panels for scrutinising applications. 

The committees invited the applicants for group discussions and decided to video-record the interaction. But 

some of the applicants found the process embarrassing and later - when called for the interview with the HRD 

minister - opted out. 

It is not clear if the search panels have been disbanded. Since the recommendations have been rejected, the 

posts may be re-advertised, which means the appointments could be delayed by another six months. 

An IIT faculty member said acting directors avoid taking any major decisions on financial and administrative 

matters. 

Since these institutions have also been functioning from temporary campuses, appointment of regular directors, 

the IIT source added, would help monitor the ongoing work on constructing permanent campuses. 

The three IITs are, however, not the only institutes that need a regular head. Some ten central universities have 

been functioning without vice-chancellors for about a year, while three Indian Institutes of Management - IIM 

Kozhikode, IIM Lucknow and IIM Ranchi - don't have directors. 
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Search panels set up by the UPA government had submitted recommendations for directors for IIM Ranchi and 

IIM Lucknow in May last year. But Smriti has rejected the suggestions on the ground that some meetings 

conducted by these committees took place when the model code of conduct for the summer elections was 

already in force. 

Smriti said that amounted to a violation of the code of conduct and suggested that the panels, as well as their 

recommendations, be scrapped. 

The recommendations by a panel for IIM Kozhikode are still pending. 
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